
 

 

 

Venus - Mars  Exploration Trenching Report 
Overview 

In 1987 Resource Associates of Alaska, Inc. / Nerco Exploration Co. (the “Companies”) conducted an 

exploration trenching program on the area now covered by 2Prospectors Venus - Mars et al claims.  At that 

time, Resource Associates / Nerco had the “Retreat – Advance” Property under lease from previous owner. 

   

The Companies completed approximately 17 trenches of which 11 fall within the boundary of the current Venus 

Mars Property mining claims.  The Companies constructed a set of trench schematics depicting geology, sample 

numbers and sample results for each trench.  As well, the trench locations were included within a property 

master map as an overlay containing the trenches drawn in relation to one another with their accompanying 

sample numbers. 

 

Unfortunately, much important data relating to the Companies work was lost in a fire.  Specifically, Property 

master maps and all overlays were destroyed leaving no benchmarks or reference points to document trench 

locations.  A paper copy of a portion of the trench overlay was preserved as well as most of the individual 

trench schematics. 

 

Abstract 

Using historic air photos (Google Earth) and a computer mapping program (iGage All Topos), as well as data 

contained within the trench schematics and the partial trench overlay, it was possible to reconstruct the trench 

locations and their orientation with, generally, a good degree of accuracy.   

 

A 1994 era USGS air photo, accessed through Google Earth, provided the base to locate and draw in most of the 

1988 era trenches, which showed up quite well.  Using Google Earth tools and a reference point consisting of a 

distinct junction of Wildcat Canyon Creek and an intersecting side creek, it was possible to establish a distance 

and azimuth direction to each trench location.  As well, the Google Earth tools allowed length and azimuth to be 

computed for the actual trenches.   

 

This data was then used to project relatively accurate locations on a USGS topographic base map through the 

“All Topos” map program.  The partial trench overlay document and the scale and elevational data from the 

trench diagrams provided cross reference and confirmation data.  

 

Conclusions 

The 11 trenches within the Venus Mars Property, using their historic numbers, are as follows:  trenches # 1, 2, 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 14, 15, 16 & 17.  Trench 13 is located outside the Property boundary but is included within this 

report as its proximity provides some qualitative value.  Locations and orientation of trench 2 & 14 are plotted 

but no other info is available (no trench schematics).  Also, the accuracy of the plot of Trench 4 is questionable 

but close enough so that information contained within the schematic should have some qualitative value. 

 

Within the Venus-Mars Property, approximately 1,600 feet of trenching was completed with accompanying 

sampling and geologic descriptions.  The work was carried out in 1987 & 88 by two experienced exploration 

companies:  Resource Associates of Alaska, Inc. and Nerco Exploration Company.  Trench results show 

widespread surface Au and pathfinder mineralization and epithermal alteration.   

 

The following pages provide the trenching program data as well as documentation that supports the trench 

location / placement exercise.  
                                                                                                                                         2Prospectors Generative / July 1st, 2014 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 


